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It  has  been  months  since  the 
monster  Hurricane  Katrina 
devastated  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  as  well  as  inland  areas  of 
the  state,  Louisiana,  and 
Alabama.  Much  has  been 
accomplished,  but  much 
remains  to  be  done. 

Tales  of  generosity  abound. 

At  one  seven-year-old's  birth¬ 
day  party,  the  children,  rather 
than  giving  birthday  presents, 
gave  gift  cards  to  be  used  by 
children  on  the  Coast.  A  note 
from  one  church  stated,  "We  are 
a  small  church  with  24  adults, 
but  we  wanted  to  do  what  we 
could."  The  note  was  attached 
to  a  check  for  more  than  $4,000. 

At  a  Nov.  28  meeting  at 
Central  Hills  Retreat  near 
Kosciusko  of  the  "Blue  Caps"  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  •  Task  Force,  hurricane 
response  was  analyzed  during  a 
period  of  extensive  debriefing. 

When  the  Task  Force  feeding 
unit  is  sent  out,  Blue  Caps  are 
responsible  for  managing  the 
food  preparation  and  the  indi¬ 
vidual  workers  ("Yellow  Caps"). 

They  serve  under  a  "White  ered  to  the  site  and  prepared  by  Cross 

Cap,  the  person  t_ _  _ 

overall  administration  as  well  as 
acting  as  a  liaison  between  the 
unit,  the  Salvation  Army,  and  the 
American  Red  Cross. 

Blue  Caps,  then;  have  a  very 
strong  sense  of  the  needs  "on 
the  ground,"  and  bring  experi¬ 
ence  and  expertise  to  any  disas¬ 
ter  response.  Jim  Didlake,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  told 
the  group,  "First,  thanks  for  all 
thars  gone  on.  We  took  a  mess 
and  turned  it  into  a  tremendous 
response.  We  watched  this 
storm  develop  for  some  time, 
and  were  able  to  order  enough 
food  for  10,000  meals  to  be  pre¬ 
placed."  Each  feeding  unit 
should  be  supplied  by  three 
trailers  from  the  American  Red 
Cross  —  "a  reefer,  a  refrigerator, 
and  a  dry  box,"  according  to 
Didlake.  ''Southern  Baptists  are 
going  to  need  to  develop  a  two- 
week  plan  during  which  we 
don't  depend  on  anyone  else  to 

fet  what  we  need  —  we  need  to  ing  unit  was  sent  down  from 
e  self-sustaining,"  he  said.  Central  Hills.  We  set  the  unit  up 
Typically,  the  Red  Cross  and  made  preparations  to  serve 
places  orders  for  food,  based  on  a  meal  on  tne  site.  There  was  no 
the  menu  requests  from  the  Red  Cross,  no  one.  We  were  the 
Baptist  feeding  units  and  the  first  responders." 
number  of  meals  to  be  pre-  "The  unit  fed  the  first  meal  for 
pared.  Then,  the  food  is  deliv-  Wednesday  lunch.  One  Red 
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ON  DUTY  —  Members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  begin  meal  prepara¬ 
tions  in  early  September  for  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina  along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  The  Task 
Force,  which  is  composed  of  trained  volunteers  from  Mississippi  Baptist  churches,  was  headquartered 
at  First  Church,  Biloxi,  for  over  two  months  and  prepared  a  record  of  16,700  meals  in  one  day.  Long- 
range  recovery  operations  funded  and  staffed  by  Mississippi  Baptists  are  still  underway  on  the  Gulf 
Coast.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


.  ,  _  unit  showed  up  we  felt  like  we  needed  to  do." 

tasked  with  the  units.  In  the  early  days  of  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  later  Other  discussions  dealt  with 
the  response,  food  needs  were  several  more  came.  We  were  able  the  use  and  training  of  volun- 
determmed  "on  the  fly."  to  send  out  our  first  off-site  meals  teers,  working  with  other  enti- 

The  scope  of  Katrina  proved  Thursday,"  Boteler  continued.  ties  such  as  the  Red  Cross  and 
to  be  a  challenge.  While  law  Conditions  were  difficult.  Salvation  Army,  and  coopera- 
enforcement  on  the  Coast  was  There  was  no  electricity,  no  tion  between  the  North 
planning  to  operate  in  the  early  potable ,  water  at  the  church.  American  Mission  Board,  other 
hours  after  the  storm,  Biloxi  and  Volunteers  dug  latrines  in  the  state  conventions,  and  even 
Bay  St.  Louis  police  and  the  woods  adjacent  to  the  church,  individuals  and  churches, 
local  sheriff  offices  weren't  able  with  a  blue  tarpaulin  providing  According  to  Didlake,  "We  had 
to  respond  as  quickly  because  as  scant  privacy.  Temperatures  identified  ten  sites  on  the  coast 
many  as  nine  out  of  10  vehicles  were  in  the  90's.  to  set  up  feeding  units.  After 

were  destroyed.  Additionally,  "We  served  500  meals  that  the  storm,  only  four  were  use- 
communication  problems  were  first  day,"  said  Boteler.  "Then  able;  six  had  been  destroyed, 
rampant.  Land  line  phones  were  Thursday  we  fed  probably  1000  Where  we  had  identified  56 
out,  as  was  most  cellular  service,  meals  on  site.  By  Saturday,  we  areas  in  the  state  for  units  to  be 
At  First  Church,  Biloxi,  were  serving  5000  meals  at  the  deployed,  we  were  only  able  to 
Mississippi  Baptists  were  first  church.  We  got  our  first  ship-  service  28  sites." 
on  the  scene.  Vernon  Boteler,  a  ment  of  food  Saturday  —  prior  The  primary  feeding  unit 
member  of  Briarhill  Church  in  to  that,  we  were  just  serving  can  prepare  20,000  meals,  if  it  is 
Florence,  was  among  the  very  what  we  had  on  the  truck."  staffed  around  the  clock.  After 
first  to  reach  the  Coast.  God  worked.  "There  were  Katrina  made  landfall,  the  unit 


Donations 
to  hurricane 
relief  effort 


The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  is 
accepting  donations  to  fund 
both  the  immediate  needs  and 
long-term  Mississippi  Baptist 
disaster  relief  efforts  along  the 
Gulf  Coast  and  throughout  the 
state.  Checks  should  fie  made 
payable  to  MBCB,  with 
"Hurricane  Relief"  noted  on 
the  memo  line,  and  mailed  to 
MBCB  Business  Office,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Fully  100%  of  the 
donations  will  be  used  directly 
for  hurricane  relief.  More  infor¬ 
mation  on  how  to  contribute 
can  be  obtained  by  calling 
(601)  292-3206,  or  e-mailing 
mbcbdisasterrelief@mbcb.org. 


both  associations  and  individual 
churches  that  teaches  disaster 
relief  response.  The  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  also 
has  the  aforementioned  Disaster 
Relief  Task  Force,  which  current¬ 
ly  consists  of  about  150  volun¬ 
teers  and  is  by  invitation  only. 


Slamming  Mississippi  Baptists 


Tupelo,  there  were  other  editorialists  and  becomes  detrimental  to  a  cause?  Put 
columnists  who  stooped  to  question  the  another  way,  is  there  such  a  thing  as 
well-intentioned  motives  of  religious  being  principled  to  a  fault?  The 
■'  ’  "  s  and,  really  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  seems 

ose  groups  as  inter-  determined  to  find  out." 

;  a  part  of  the  pub-  Stewart  also  took  this  writer  to  task  for 
j.  the  "scathing  critique"  of  Governor 
Sid  Salter,  the  pro-gambimg  Perspective  Haley  Barbour  that  appeared  in  this 

space  after  the  gambling  special  session, 
terming  it  "political  hyperbole"  —  in 
other  words,  not  to  be  taken  seriously. 

Paul  Gallo,  pro-gambling  morning 
host  on  the  statewide  SuperTalk  radio 
network,  also  took  the  low  road  in  slam¬ 
ming  Mississippi  Baptists  for  their  oppo¬ 
sition  to  expanding  gambling.  Bereft  of 
any  intelligent  argument  to  refute  the 
obvious  moral  downside  of  gambling 
that  Mississippi  Baptists  were  stressing, 
he  resorted  to  name-calling  and  sarcasm 
—  the  twin  refuges  of  a  man  with  no 
valid  point  to  make. 

t  he  detinition  ot  demagoguery  in  These  are  but  three  examples;  there  are 
Webster's  Ninth  New  Collegiate  likely  many  more.  Mississippi  Baptists 
Dictionary  is,  "a  leader  who  makes  use  of  must  be  on  to  something,  Decause  the 
popular  prejudices  and  false  claims  and  news  media  members  of  the  state's  gam- 
promises  in  order  to  gain  power."  That's  bling/political  complex  are  obviously  ner- 
apparently  who  Salter  believes  vous  about  our  intention  to  be  involved  in 
Mississippi  Baptists  are:  power-hungry  the  public  marketplace  of  ideas, 
liars  looking  out  only  for  ourselves.  What  else  could  explain  their  visceral 

Steve  Stewart,  pro-gambling  editor  of  reaction  to  the  honest  concerns  of 
The  Meridian  Star,  also  sought  to  mar-  Mississippi  Baptists  and  the  other  anti- 
BaptistsPopposition  gambling  groups  during  the  recent  gam- 
to  expanding  gambling.  In  an  October  15  bling  special  session  and  their  desperate 
column,  he  opined,  "In  an  era  of  poll-dri-  attempts  to  demonize  the  opposition? 
ven  politics,  a  little  conviction... is  We  live  in  a  culture  that  is  morally 
refreshing.  Is  there  a  point,  though,  adrift.  Prepare  for  many  more  such  attacks 
where  principle  yields  to  naivete  and  in  the  future. 


We  can  all  take  pride  that  Mississippi 
Baptists  were  at  the  forefront  of  the 
recent  opposition  movement  to 
deny  casinos  legislative  permission  to  relo-  anti-gambling  groups 
cate  their  gambling  halls  inland  along  the  first  time,  dismiss  tn< 

Gulf  Coast.  The  Mississippi  Legislature  of  lopers  unworthy  to  be 
course  approved  the  inland  move,  but  by  a  lie  discussion  on  expanding  gambling 
much  narrower  vote  than  some  observers  m  ^  *  ~ 

had  predicted.  Indeed,  many  legislators  section  editor  at  The  Clarion-Ledger  in 
were  surprised- by  the  number  of  calls,  let-  Jackson,  in  a  September  28  column  offered 
ters,  ana  e-mails  from  constituents  who  a  passing  compliment  to  Mississippi 
disapproved  of  the  inland  move. 

The  tidal  wave  of  anti-gam¬ 
bling  contacts  no  doubt  had  an 
impact  on  the  vote,  so  let's  give 
all  the  glory  to  God  for  fighting 
the  good  fight  and  let's  remain 
vigilant  on  this  hot-button 
issue.  It's  always  better  to  be 
counted  among  those  on  the 
side  of  right,  regardless  of  who 
ends  up  winning. 

One  of  the  most  troubling 
aspects  of  the  recent  battle,  right 
up  there  with  the  legislators  who 
gave  in  to  the  scores  of  gambling 
n  H.  lobbyists  who  helped  muscle 
g  Jr>  through  the  legislation,  is  the 
manner  in  which  religious  people 
>r  -  opposed  to  gambling  expansion 
were  treated  by  the  editorialists  of 
the  state's  secular  news  media  —  which 
receive  millions  of  dollars  in  advertising  ginalize 
each  vear  from  gambling  interests. 

While  there  were  Balanced  and 
thoughtful  editorials  and  columns  by 
writers  such  as  Lloyd  Gray  of  the 
Northeast  Mississippi  Daily  Journal  in 
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House  of  Representatives 

YEA-60  (for  land-based  gambling) 


Simpson  Jr.  James*  Pass  Christian  120 

Smith,  Clayton*  Brandon  59 

Smith,  Ferr  Carthage  27 

Snowden,  Greg’  Meridian  83 

Staples,  Gary  Laurel  88 

Straughter,  Rufus  Belzoni  51 

Thomas,  Sara  Indianola  31 

Upshaw,  Jessica  Diamondhead  95 

Watson,  Percy  Hattiesburg  103 

Whittington,  May  Schlater  34 

Woods.  Tommy  Byhalia  52 

Young  Sr.,  Charles  Meridian  82 

Zuber  III,  Hank  Ocean  Springs  113 

100 

47  NAY-53  (against  land-based  gambling) 

District 


Montgomery,  Pat 
Moss,  Harvey* 
Nicholson,  Billy* 
Parker,  Deryk* 

Reed,  Dannie* 
Reynolds,  Tommy* 
Robinson,  Eric* 
Rogers,  Margaret 
Rogers.  Ray 
Rotenberry,  Clinton* 
Smith,  Jeff* 

Stringer,  Johnny 
Sullivan,  Preston* 
Turner,  Jerry 
Vince,  Robert 
Walley,  Shaun* 
Ward,  Greg 
Warren,  Joe 
Weathersby,  Tom* 
Wells-Smith,  Carmel' 


Pontotoc 
Corinth 
Little  Rock 
Lucedale 
Ackerman 
Water  Valley 
Quitman 
New  Albany 
Pearl 

Mendenhall 

Columbus 

Montrose 

Okolona 

Baktwyn 

Sandy  Hook 

Leakesville 

Ripley 

Mt.  Olive 

Florence 

Pascagoula 


Harden,  Alice 
Hewes  III,  William 
Hohrn,  John 
Huggins.  Bunky 
Jackson,  Robert 
Jackson  II,  Sampson 
Jordan.  David 
Kirby,  Dean* 

Lee,  Ezell* 

Michel.  Walter 
Moffat,  Tommy 
Morgan.  Ed* 

Posey,  Lynn* 
Robertson,  Tommy 
Ross,  Charlie 
Simmons,  William 
Thames.  Billy* 

Walls  Jr..  Johnnie 
Williamson.  Gloria 


Jackson 

Gulfport 

Jackson 

Greenwood 

Marks 

DeKalb 

Greenwood 

Pearl 

Picayune 

Jackson 

Gautier 

Hattiesburg 

Union  Church 

Moss  Point 

Brandon 

Cleveland 

Mize 

Greenville 

Philadelphia 


Name 


District 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 

Don  McGregor 


Akins,  Noal' 


Oxford 

Greenville 

Brandon 

Jackson 

Biloxi 

Canton 

Moss  Point 

Jackson 

Tunica 

Jackson 

Columbia 

Pickens 

Jackson 

Mound  Bayou 

Jackson 

Bay  St.  Louis 

Hattiesburg 

Gulfport 

Jackson 

Clarksdaie 

Jackson 

Vicksburg 

Gulfport 

Ocean  Springs 

Hurley 

Columbus 

Greenville 

Plantersville 

Hazlehurst 

Gulfport 

Biloxi 

Natchez 

Carthage 

Madison 

Southaven 

Clarksdaie 

Bogue  Chitto 

Brandon 

Batesville 

McComb 

Cleveland 


Bailey.  Willie 
Baker,  Mark 
Banks,  Earle 
Bentz.  Leonard 
Blackmon  Jr.,  Edward 
Broomfield,  Billy 
Brown,  Cecil 
Burnett,  Clara 
Calhoun,  Credell 
Carlton,  Virginia* 
Clark,  Bryant 
Clarke.  Alyce 
Coleman,  Linda 
Coleman.  Mary 
Compretta,  J.P. 

Davis.  Lee  Jarrell 
Dedeaux.  Dirk* 

Denny,  Bill 
Espy  III,  Henry 
Evans.  James 
Flaggs  Jr..  George 
Fredericks,  Frances 
Guice  Jr..  Daniel 
Hamilton,  Frank 
Harrison,  Esther 
Hinds  Sr„  John 
Holland.  Steve 
Holloway  Sr..  Gregory 
Ishee,  Roger 
Janus.  Michael 
Johnson  III,  Robert 
Malone.  Bennett 
Martinson.  Rita 
Mayhall  Jr„  W.T. 
Mayo.  John 
Moak.  Bobby* 

Moore.  John* 

Morris,  Leonard 
Myers,  David 
Norquist,  David 


Baptist  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  Jr.,  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


69  Name _ 

29  Aldridge,  Brian' 


Arinder,  Tracy 
Baker.  Larry* 
Barnett,  Jim 
Beckett,  Jim* 
Bondurant,  Sidney 
Bounds,  Scott* 
Buck,  Kelvin 
Chism,  Gary* 
Cummings,  Ricky 
Dickson,  Reecy 
Eaton,  Bo* 
Ellington,  Jim* 
Fillingane,  Joey* 
Fleming.  Erik 
Formby,  Mark* 
Franks  Jr..  Jamie 
Frierson,  Herb* 
Gadd,  Jack 
Gibbs.  David 
Gregory,  James* 
Gunn,  Philip* 
Hamilton.  Eugene 
Home,  Steve* 
Howell,  Bobby* 
Hudson,  Joey* 
Jennings,  Wanda 
Lott,  Mike* 
Markham  Jr.,  J.B. 
McBride.  Warner* 
McCoy.  Billy* 
Miles,  BiH 
Mims  V,  Sam 


Morion 

Senatobia 

Brookhaven 

Bruce 

Grenada 

Philadelphia 

Holly  Springs 

Columbus 

luka 

Macon 

Taylorsville 

Raymond 

Sumrall 

Jackson 

Picayune 

Mooreville 

PoptarviHe 

Hickory  Flat 

West  Point 

Louisville 

Clinton 

Olive  Branch 


Postmaster: 

Send  changes  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


NAY-21  (against  land-based  gambling) 

_  Name _ City _ District 

38  Browning.  Nickey  Pontotoc  3 

32  Bryan,  Hob*  Amory  7 

Butler,  Kelvin  Magnolia  38 

_  Carmichael,  Videt*  Meridian  33 

30  Flowers.  Merle  Southaven  19 

85  Frazier,  Hillman  Jackson  27 

80  Gordon,  Jack*  Okolona  8 

89  Hyde- Smith,  Cindy*  Brookhaven  39 

Jackson.  Gary*  French  Camp  15 

_  King  Jr„  Tom*  Petal  44 

54  Lee,  Perry*  Mendenhall  35 

Little,  Travis*  Corinth  4 

Mettetel,  Nolan  Sardis  10 

-  Nunnelee,  Alan*  Tupelo  6 

Pickering,  Stacey*  Soso  42 

Thomas,  Joseph  Yazoo  City  21 

District  ToMson.  Gray  Oxford  9 

40  Turner,  Bennie  West  Point  16 

17  Walley,  Shannon*  Leakesville  43 

31  White,  Richard*  Terry  29 

23  Wilemon  Jr..  J.P.  Belmont  5 


Send  news,  communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
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43  Mississippi  Senate 
56  YEA-29  (for  land-based  gambling) 


Picayune 

Columbus 

Newton 

Vicksburg 

HoMandale 

Pass  Christian 

Hernando 

Pass  Christian 

Nalchez 

Holly  Springs 


Kilmichael 

Monticello 

DeSoto 

Petal 

GWood  Springs 

Courtland 

Rienzi 

Fulton 

McComb 


Patterson,  RandaH 


46  PRESENT 
1  Gollott,  Tommy 


Peramch,  Diane 
Read, John* 
Reeves.  John* 
Robinson  Jr.  Waller 


Pass  Christian 
Gautier 
Jackson 
Bolton 


2  Harvey.  Billy' 


Prentiss 
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EHis.  Tyrone 

Starkvike 

38 

Perkins  Sr„  William 

Greenwood 

32 

NOT  VOTING 

Huddleston,  Robert 

Sumner 

30 

Middleton.  Chuck 

Port  Gibson 

85 

Scott,  Omeria 

Laurel 

80 

Shows,  Bobby* 

EHisviNe 

89 

ABSENT 

Masterson,  Chester 

Vicksburg 

54 

Looking  back 


Experiencing  God'  has  impact  on  soldier 
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STRENGTHENED  —  Sergeant  First  Class  Melissa  Robinson- 
EM is,  stationed  in  Iraq  with  the  18th  Aviation  Brigade  of  the 
XVIII  Airborne  Corps  from  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.,  has  found  her 
relationship  with  God  strengthened  by  studying  "Experiencing 
God:  Knowing  and  Doing  the  Will  of  God."  (BP  photo) 


Slavery  examined 


LOS  ANGELES  (BP)  —  Faith-based  organizations  are  helping 
lead  the  effort  to  combat  a  social  evil  in  which  people  are  sold 
into  slavery  multiple  times,  200-plus  participants  at  a  recent  con¬ 
ference  on  human  trafficking  were  told.  Southern  Baptists  are  on 
the  front  lines  of  pushing  for  public  policy  to  abolish  the  horren¬ 
dous  crimes,  said  Laura  Lederer,  senior  adviser  on  trafficking  in 
the  U.S.  State  Department's  Office  for  Democracy  and  Global 
Affairs,  at  the  first-of-its-kind  conference  in  Los  Angeles.  The 
Preventing  Abuse  Conference  on  Human  Trafficking  and  Child 
Abduction  was  convened  to  "educate,  motivate,  and  activate" 
society  and  pastors  in  the  Los  Angeles  area.  Lederer,  the  featured 
speaker  who  is  considered  an  expert  on  the  topic,  said  faith- 
based  and  nonprofit  organizations  are  "at  the  grass-root  level  of 
this  issue,"  which  President  Bush  has  described  as  one  of  the 
worst  offenses  against  human  dignity.  "Baptists  are  at  the  fore¬ 
front  of  legislation  in  D.C.,"  Leaerer  told  Baptist  Press.  "They 
have  been  strategic  in  policy-making."  An  estimated  600,000  to 
800,000  women,  children  and  men  are  impacted  every  year  by 
human  trafficking;  which  is  defined  as  modern-day  slavery, 
according  to  the  State  Department's  Office  to  Monitor  and 
Combat  Trafficking  in  Persons.  Trafficking  victims  are  trapped  in 
forced  labor  and  sexual  exploitation,  and  millions  of  people  are 
enslaved  in  their  own  countries.  A  criminal  ring  that  had  forced 
100  Korean  girls  into  prostitution  was  broken  up  this  summer  in 
San  Francisco.  Over  1,500  trafficking  victims  have  been  rescued 
in  Los  Angeles  in  the  past  two  years.  For  more  information  on 
how  to  identify  victims  of  human  trafficking  or  how  to  help,  call 
a  nationwide  hotline  at  (888)  3737-888  or  visit  www.cedarsfoun- 
dation.com  or  www.bsccoalition.org. 


The  Foreign  Mission  Board  appoints  38  missionaries  at  Broadmoor 
Church,  Memphis,  including  Mississippians  Robert  M.  and  Sally 
Bade,  Bradley  D.  and  Lenora  Beaman,  David  B.  and  Deborah  Balyeat, 
Timothy  A.  and  Rebecca  Lightsey,  and  Frank  R.  and  Dede  Trotter. 


Final  payment  is  received  on  the  $260,000  sale  of  Camp  Kittiwake, 
the  beachfront  Royol  Ambassadors  camp  destroyed  by  Hurricane 
Camille  in  1969.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  will  finance  construction  of  a 
lodge  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko. 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  appoints  a  committee  of  five  to 
study  a  resolution  urging  Blue  Mountain  College  be  made  co-ed ucational 
in  order  to  provide  for  more  educated  ministers  for  north  Mississippi. 
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^•VlMNIN 


Equipped  for 
ministry  in  the  lif 
of  your  church? 


maybe  not  others,  but  for  us  it 
is  going  to  be  an  extremely  long 
life  filled  with  ever  increasing 
good  days.  But  at  its  best  life  is 


Where  Are  You? 


Several  years  ago  I  wrote  an 
article  on  the  most  repeated 
question  in  America.  It  nad  to 
ao  with  folks  using  their  cell 
phones  and  their  being  interfer¬ 
ence  in  the  transmission  and  so 
the  constantly  repeated  ques¬ 
tion  was,  "Can  you  hear  me 
now?"  There  were  even  ads  run 
on  television  showing  people 
climbing  up  in  trees  and  getting  unknown  reason  Scott  had  lost 
up  on  hillsides  and  asking,  control  of  his  vehicle,  ran  off 
"Can  you  hear  me  now?"  as  the  road,  and  hit  a  tree.  It  was  a 
they  tried  to  locate  that  perfect  fatal  crash  and  this  fine,  young 
spot  that  would  allow  the  42  year-old  pastor  was  gone, 
transmission  to  go  through  on  Since  the  group  knew  that 
their  cellular  device.  Scott  had  planned  to  come  and 

Overall  I  think  cell  phone  join  them  for  golf,  they  were 
communication  has  improved,  simply  asking  what  his  location 
All  of  the  different  services  was.  Was  he  still  at  home?  Was 
declare  that  they  have  the  best  he  almost  to  the  golf  course? 
or  at  least  some  form  of  the  best  Where  was  he?  The  strange  but 
connection  in  the  nation.  No  glorious  reality  was  that  proba- 
doubt  there  are  more  towers  bly  when  his  phone  received 
and  better  service  today  than  it  the  text  message,  "Where  are 
was  several  years  ago.  It  is  still  you?"  the  answer  could  have 
not  unusual  to  hear  someone  been,  "I  am  in  heaven." 
ask,  "Can  you  hear  me  now?"  I  The  Apostle  Paul  clearly 
do  believe  that  another  question  gives  us  insight  into  the  glorious 
has  replaced  it  as  more  and  transition  from  the  here  to  the 
more  people  have  gone  to  using 
the  mobile  phone.  The  question 
that  to  be  at  the  forefront 

more  often  than  not  is,  "Where  jJvT 

are  you?"  We  are  a  mobile  soci-  '||l ^ 
ety  and  when  you  call  someone  '{r* 

on  their  cell  phone  they  may  —  - 

answer  at  their  home,  business,  '-e&jh 

or  from  a  thousand  miles  away 

from  where  they  live.  They  may  i 1  fffifrggjjfs 

be  in  Wal-Mart  or  at  a  sporting  1%  >  •*» 

event.  They  may  be  fishing  or  g1 

staying  with  a  loved  one  at  the  ■  rop  - A 

hospital.  Since  you  just  never  ■ 

know,  many  conversations  A  .  ,3r-;  '  / 

begin  with  the  phrase  where  are  II  /  '  %’[  *;  F - 

you.  It  is  an  important  question. 

In  mid-November  2005,  one 
of  our  pastors  was  on  his  way  |^K 
on  a  Thursday  morning  to  meet  M 

some  fellow  ministers  to  play  a  '•d&i 

round  of  golf.  They  had  already  j  •./ 
been  in  contact  with  each  other 
earlier,  but  the  plan  was  to  meet  B&v. 
at  the  course  about  8  o'clock  ;  '*  '’#'3  v 

and  tee  off.  The  folks  who  were 

going  to  be  in  the  group  were  *  \f~  -  Ip' 

good  friends  and  were  looking 
forward  to  a  morning  of  golf  wlT 
and  enjoyable  fellowship.  It  if  “|* 

o'clock 

the  group.  Scott  Walters,  had  W *  fljKr * 

the  golf  ^ Kwh 

Ills  fellow  pastor  and  friend,  ||  :  .yV «« f  , '•’^fekV 

David  bortenberrv,  took  a  i.'^1  g 

moment  to  check  up  on  him  2%  • 

right  after  eight  Instead  of  call-  £>f  *'  ~ r 

that  simple  said,  "Where  are 
nor 

in  the  group  or  anyone  else  ^JL  [if; 

could  have  known  is  that  short-  V 

ly  after  8  o’clock  for  some  Z  m  %  NV?  'i\ 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Christ 


Requests  the  - 

Honor  of 
>.  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

i 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


FOR  ALL  YOUR  NEW 
CONSTRUCTION  AND 
REMODELING  NEEDS 


No  job  too  big  or  too  small 


Complete  satisfaction 
is  guaranteed 


C uatom  Stained  Clan  Windows,  Aluminum 
Frames,  Protective  Covering  and  Repair 
Peon  •  Carpet  •  Atdaau  •  Steeple*  •  Baptistries 
Educational  Furniture  •  Playground  Equipment 

P.O.  Box  292  Union  Qrova,  NC  26002 
(704)  539-4605  •  www.MndtoglaM.cotn 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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UlttlllMlliuilMIMUllH 


1.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 
honors  three  Sunday  School 
members  with  perfect  atten¬ 
dance:  Billy  McAlexander, 
16  years;  Lynda  McAlex¬ 
ander,  17  years;  and  Mada- 
lynne  Ash,  17  years. 

2.  Craig  Mynatt,  Winfred  Allen, 
and  William  Allen,  of 
Slayden  Church,  Lamar, 
recently  returned  from 
Honduras  where  they 
helped  with  construction  at 
the  Bible  College  through  the 
Global  Outreach  program. 

3.  Bobby  Cobb,  associational 
missions  director  for 
Tishomingo  Association; 
Nancy  Martin,  Tishomingo 
Church;  Stephanie  Camp¬ 
bell,  New  Liberty  Church; 
Bob  and  Carra  Purvis,  TJ 
and  Christina  Stridden, 
Chris  Williams,  Eric 
Thornton,  and  Christ  Faires 
from  New  Prospect  Church 
joined  147  young  people 
and  their  leaders  July  12-16 
for  a  World  Changers 
national  collegiate  project 
in  Pensacola,  Fla.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

4.  Calvary  Chapel,  Parchman, 

recently  baptized  four  new 
believers.  Shown  are  dea¬ 
con  "Chubby"  Winters; 
Quintarrius  Carey  in  the 
baptistery.  Browning  Earp 
beside  the  baptistery,  pas¬ 
tor  Joe  Young,  and  Tammy 
Carey  and  Brenda  West. 


5.  Deacon  Ordination,  Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula 


1 .  Perfect  Attendance,  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


6.  Patrick  Ordination,  Corinth  Church,  Heidelberg 


2.  Global  Outreach  in  Honduras,  Slayden  Church,  Lamar 


SOME  PEOPLE  SAY  TECHNOLOGY  HAS  NO 
SOUL,  NO  SPIRIT.  WE  KNOW  IT  DOES.>>> 


3.  World  Changers  in  Pensacola,  Tishomingo  Association 


4.  Four  Baptized, 
Calvary  Chapel,  Parchman 


5.  Calvary  Church,  Pasca¬ 
goula,  recently  ordained 
Gene  Naill  and  Brian 
Knight  as  deacons.  Shown 
are  Naill,  pastor  Johnny 
Beaver,  and  Knight. 

6.  Corinth  Church,  Heidel¬ 
berg,  recently  ordained 
Darrell  Scott  Patrick  to  the 
ministry.  Shown  are  Patrick 
and  Bill  Riley,  pastor. 

7.  Reflections,  a  BSU  ensemble 
from  Blue  Mountain  College, 
will  be  performing  at 
Shiloh  Church,  Big  Creek, 
on  Dec.  4,  at  6:00  p.m. 


Faith  Church,  Leake  Association,  has 
called  Stephen  Lanier  as  pastor.  Lanier  is  a 
native  of  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  he  previ¬ 
ously  served  at  Bethlehem  Church.  He 
received  his  education  at  Pensacola 
Christian  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

First  Church,  Magee,  welcomes  Hugh 
Plunkett  as  minister  of  music  and  senior 
adults.  Plunkett  has  served  as  minister  of 
music/senior  adults  at  Clarksdale  Church,  Clarksdale,  and 
minister  of  music/youth  at  Trinity  Church,  Carthage.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  since 
1982  and  has  served  as  association  music  director  for  Attala, 
Leake,  and  North  Delta  associations. 


>  CalcUate  you  Body  Mass  Index  (BMI) 

>  Aslua  diabetes  question 

>  find  a  physician 

>  Get  latest  medkal  news  and  definitions 


>  Low-cost  heart,  lung  and  cancer  screening  info 

>  Read  about  dagnosac  and  surgical  procedues 

>  Get  drug  information 

>  lake  a  Iree  online  health  risk  assessment 


At  Baptist,  our  deflation  to  advanced  technofejy 
Is  just  another  part  of  the  ytrrtofheahtKare. 


Plunkett 


1  800.S48b2b2 

1225  North  State  Street 
Jackson,  MS  39202 
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College  News 


9.  Gulf  Coast  Volunteers,  Slayden  Church,  Marshall  Association 


10.  Davis  Honored,  Mt.  Olive  Church,  Prentiss  Association 


15.  100  Years  of  Service,  Glading  Church,  Magnolia 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx.  IV32  -  2004 


The  annual  Bobby 
Halford  Holiday  Baseball 
Camp  for  youth  ages  7-17 
will  be  conducted  Dec.  28-30 
at  William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  in  Hattiesburg.  The 
sessions  will  concentrate  on 
pitching,  catching  and  hit¬ 
ting,  with  emphasis  on  fun¬ 
damentals  and  individual¬ 
ized  instruction.  Evaluation 
and  recommendation  of 
each  player  is  part  of  the 
three-day  session.  The  hours 
are  9  a.m.-3  p.m.  on  Dec.  28- 
29,  and  9  a.m.-12  p.m.  on 
Dec.  30.  Cost  is  $95  includ¬ 
ing  lunch  and  a  t-shirt. 
Instructors  include  current 
Carey  coaches.  Coach  Bobby 
Halford  was  selected  as  2003 
NAIA  Region  13  Coach  of 
the  Year.  The  Carey 
Crusaders  were  Conference 
Tournament  Champions  this 
year  and  also  participated  in 
the  Region  13  Tournament. 
For  more  information,  call 
the  baseball  office  at  (601) 
318-6110  or  the  office  of 
external  relations  at  (601) 
318-6192,  or  write  to  Bobby 
Halford  Baseball  Camp, 
William  Carey  College,  498 
Tuscan  Avenue,  Hattiesburg, 
MS  39401,  or  email  bhal- 
ford@wmcarey.edu. 


The  BAmsT  Record 


December  1,  2005 


copyrighted  2005 


C  KNU  LWGGCKMGNKX 


B  PBQN  HKXW  TWH, 


XACX  TN  SWQN  WKN 


CKWXANZ;  CE  B  ACQN 


SWQNM  TWH,  XACX  TN 


CSEW  SWQN  WKN 


CKWXANZ. 


DWAK  XABZXNNK: 


XABZXT-OWHZ 


Clue:  S  =  L 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Nine:  Twenty- 
Three. 


p.  Youth  Sunday,  Slayden  Church,  Marshall  Association 


8.  Yhuth  Sunday  was 
observed  on  Oct.  30  at 
Slayden  Church,  Marshall 
Association.  The  youth 
taught  Sunday  School,  led 
the  worship  service, 
played  instruments  and 
presented  a  drama  enti¬ 
tled  The  Stand. 


BAPTISTS 


9  A  clean  up  crew  from 
Slayden  Church,  Marshall 
Association,  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  the  Gulf  Coast 
after  clearing  debris  for 
local  residents.  Shown, 
front  row,  from  left:  Jamie 
Cruse,  Joe  Hurdle,  Ricky 
Grisham,  Gordon  Anderson, 
and  David  Bishop.  Back 
row:  Mark  Loftin,  Ricky 
Hickman,  and  Joe  Lundine. 


10.  Mt.  Olive  Church,  Prentiss 
Association,  honored  J.P. 
Davis  on  Sept.  4  with  a 
plaque  of  appreciation  and 
elected  him  as  minister  of 
music  emeritus.  Davis  has 
retired  as  minister  of  music 
after  45  years  of  faithful 
service.  Shown  from  left, 
are:  Bobby  Cqssey,  pastor; 
Davis's  wife  Zelia;  Davis; 
and  Harry  Old,  chairman 
of  deacons. 


11.  Holly  Springs  Church, 
Foxworth,  will  celebrate  its 
Hanging  of  the  Green  on 
Sun.,  Nov.  27,  at  10:00  a.m. 
The  theme  will  be  The 
Christmas  Gift. 


13.  The  choir  of  Flowood 
Church,  Flowood,  will  pre¬ 
sent  I'll  Be  Home  for 
Christmas,  a  musical  about 
family  and  hope  in  the 
golden  days  of  radio,  on 
Dec.  10-11  at  6:00  a.m. 
Nursery  available. 

14.  Marlon  Seaney  is  avail¬ 
able  for  supply,  interim, 
and  bi-vocational  pas¬ 
torate.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Clarke  College,  Mississ¬ 
ippi  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary.  He  may  be  reached 
at  (601)  939-0684. 

15.  Alton  Foster,  director  of 
missions,  presented  L.J. 
Garner,  chairman  of  the 
deacons,  with  plaques  on 
Oct.  2  honoring  Glading 
Church,  Magnolia,  for 
100  years  of  service. 

16.  The  annual  Lakeshore 
Church,  Jackson,  Drive 
Through  Nativity  will  be 
held  Dec.  9-10,  from  6:30 
p.m.-8:30  p.m.  each  night. 

_  This  free  community  event 
N  helps  begin  celebrating  the 
holiday  season  and  Christ's 
birth.  Shown  are  some  of 
the  participants. 


16.  Drive  Through  Nativity,  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson 


12. 


Calvary  Church,  Saratoga, 

will  have  a  rummage  sale 
on  Dec.  3,  beginning  at  6:00 
a.m.  All  proceeds  will  go 
the  building  fund. 


Family  Bible  Study 

Why  Care? 

Jonah  4:1-11 


By  Don  Hicks _ 

Merry  Christmas!  December 
is  finally  here  and  we  can  enjoy 
the  traditional  Christmas  sea¬ 
son.  So  let's  study  a  traditional 
Christmas  story  from  the  Old 
Testament  4-  "Jonah  and  Whale." 

Okay,  so  it  is  not  quit  a  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  story  — l  it  is 
even  from  the  wrong  testament. 
Why  would  we  study  the  story 
of  Jonah  to  begin  our  study  of 
Christmas?  Jonah  is  the  first 
Jewish  prophet  to  go  to  another 
people  group.  If  we  come  to 
understand  why  God  sent  Jonah 
to  Nineveh  then  we  can  under¬ 
stand  why  God  sent  his  Son. 

Our  focal  passage  begins 
with  Jonah  greatly  displeased 
and  angry.  The  whole  reason 
Jonah  ran  off  in  the  first  place 
was  because  he  did  not  want 
God  to  redeem  the  people  of 
Nineveh.  Jonah  hated  the  peo¬ 


ple  of  Nineveh  and  he 
believed  God  should 


believed  God  should 
always  give  preference  H 

to  his  people  (Israel).  M 

Jonah  had  forgotten  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  God's  call  to  Abraham  in 
Genesis  12:1-3: 

"The  Lord  had  said  ...  'I  will 
make  you  into  a  great  nation 
and  I  will  bless  you;  I  will 
make  your  name  great,  and 
you  will  be  a  blessing...  and  all 
peoples  on  earth  will  be 
blessed  through  you.'" 

Before  we  are  critical  of 
Jonah  we  need  to  give  him 
credit  for  a  great  understand¬ 
ing  of  God's  loving  nature.  In 
verse  2  Jonah  said,  ”1  knew  that 
you  are  a  gracious  and  com¬ 
passionate  God,  slow  to  anger 
and  abounding  in  love,  a  God 
who  relents  from  sending 
calamity."  This  loving  nature  is 
the  reason  God  sent  His  Son  to 
provide  salvation  for  all  people. 


Doesn't  Jonah's 

description  of  God  as 
gracious  and  compas¬ 
sionate  sound  the  same 
theme  as  John  3:16-17? 

"For  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  gave 
His  one  and  only  Son, 
that  whoever  believes 
...  .  in  Him  shall  not  perish 

,c  s  but  have  eternal  life, 
i-  For  God  did  not  sent  His  Son 
n  into  the  world  to  condemn  the 
world,  but  to  save  the  world 
11  through  Him." 
n  Jonah  followed  this  great 
11  explanation  of  God's  gracious- 
d  ness  and  compassion  by  saying 
11  "Now,  O  Lord,  take  away  my 
>e  life,  for  it  is  better  for  me  to  die 
than  to  live."  Jonah  would 
}f  rather  die  than  tell  his  enemies 
n  that  God  loved  them.  That  is 
i-  the  reason  God  prepared  a 
n  large  fish  to  carry  Jonah  to 
at  Nineveh.  God  was  committed 
a-  to  offering  His  love  to  the  peo- 
ar  pie  of  Nineveh.  To  fully  appre- 
d  ciate  God's  commitment  to  lov- 
ig  ing  people  you  need  to  realize 
is  that  this  is  a  real  historical  act 
:o  of  God.  Jesus  cited  this  event 
e.  three  times  in  Matthew  and 


Luke.  Jesus  said  His  three  days 
in  the  tomb  paralleled  Jonah's 
three  days  in  the  belly  of  the 
large  fish. 

Jonah's  mission  trip  by  whale 
to  Nineveh,  Jesus  virgin  birth  in 
Bethlehem's  stable,  and  Jesus 
resurrection  after  three  days  in 
the  tomb  are  signs  of  God's  love. 
God  was  making  repentance 
possible  for  the  people  of  ancient 
Nineveh  and  the  lost  of  today. 

The  "why"  of  Christmas  for 
God  has  existed  from  before  cre¬ 
ation,  through  the  events  of 
Jonah's  life,  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
and  death,  burial,  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Christ.  This  Christmas 
season,  how  will  you  respond  to 
the  possibility  of  telling  others 
of  God's  love?  Will  you  run  as 
Jonah  did  when  first  called?  Will 
you  sit  outside  of  town  watch¬ 
ing  to  see  how  others  respond  to 
the  good  news  of  God's  love? 

If  you  do  sit  dispassionately 
observing  the  lost  around  you, 
you  may  very  well  respond 
with  the  despondency  of  Jonah 
when  he  asxs  God  to  take  his 
life.  Jonah  was  angry  that  God 
didn't  kill  off  his  enemies  in 
Nineveh.  Then,  he  became 


despondent  over  the  death  of  a 
weed-like  vine.  The  death  of  his 
vine  was  of  more  interest  to 
Jonah  than  the  lostness  of  peo¬ 
ple  God  had  created  and  loves. 

God  challenged  Jonah  about 
this  saying,  "You  have  been 
concerned  about  this  vine, 
though  you  did  not  tend  it  or 
make  it  grow.  It  sprang  up 
overnight  and  died  overnight. 
But  Nmeveh  has  more  than  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
people...  Should  I  not  be  con¬ 
cerned  about  that  great  city?" 

When  we  consider  the  ques¬ 
tion  "Why  Care,"  shouldn  t  we 
consider  the  folks  around  us 
that  God  wants  to  know  of  His 
love?  God  sent  His  Son  at 
Christmas  to  demonstrate  that 
Jonah's  assessment  was  right 
when  he  said:  "I  knew  that  you 
are  a  gracious  and  compassion¬ 
ate  God,  slow  to  anger  and 
abounding  in  love." 

God  loves  the  two-thirds  of 
Mississippians  who  will  not  be 
in  anyone's  church  while  we 
study  this  lesson. 

Hicks  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Explore  the  Bible 

"Need  for  Mercy" 

j  Romans  9:1-6, 14-24 


By  Shirley  Heat 


During  one  winter  season 
our  youngest  son,  commuting 
from  college,  hit  a  deer  on 
three  different  occasions,  each 
time  totaling  his  car.- Of  course 
they  were  all  beyond  his  con¬ 
trol.  On  another  night  due  to 
lack  of  rest  he  fell  asleep  and 
careened  off  a  ravine  into  a 
thicket  of  young  trees;  there¬ 
fore  another  vehicle  was  lost. 
Needless  to  say,  the  insurance 
company  had  no  mercy  but  he 
wasn't  really  concerned  about 
that.  His  greatest  concern  was 
mercy  from  his  Dad.  We  all  can 
relate  to  this  incident  in  some 
fashion  with  our  Heavenly 
Father.  We  may  all  be  confi¬ 
dent  that  our  Father  is  patient, 
just,  and  merciful.  On,  give 
thanks,  for  our  need  is  great.” 
May  we  see  our  lost  friends' 
need  much  as  Paul  did? 


Reflect  God's  Concern, 

Rom.  9:1-5 

Paul's  concern  for  his 
countrymen  is  the  essence  of 
these  verses.  Many  unan¬ 
swered  questions  were  arising 
from  Jews,  converted  and  oth¬ 
erwise.  Paul's  writing  encour¬ 
ages  understanding  for  the 
believer  and  the  unbeliever, 
that  walking  in  faith  would 
show  others  God's  love  and 
mercy.  Paul  had  a  burdened 
heart  for  his  people  (the  Jews) 
and  expresses  this  in  these 
verses.  He  had  such  great  sor¬ 
row  and  tells  of  his  "unceasing 
anguish"  in  his  heart.  He  even 
speaks  of  a  wish  the  he  could 
be  cut  off  from  Christ  for  the 
sake  of  his  own  people.  How 
could  he  ever  have  such  a  bur¬ 
den?  Could  we  also  feel  this 
great  concern  for  the  lost? 
Christ's  example  of  great  com- 


Heap 


passion  for  all  is  ours 
I  for  the  asking.  Our 
^■1  prayer  should  be  for 
j?**  this  same  concern. 
^  Such  great  opportuni¬ 

st  ties  ignored,  such 
Jxl  great  blessings  await- 
ed  God's  chosen  peo- 
pie,  yet  they  rejected 
them.  Paul  speaks  of 

eaD  the  adoPtion*  gl°ry> 
v  covenants,  law,  the 
worship,  promises,  the  patri¬ 
archs,  and  the  greatest  of  all, 
the  Incarnate  Messiah.  Hearing 
and  seeing  all  these,  they  felt  it 
still  necessary  to  live  by  the 
law.  This  sorrow  was  reflected 
in  Paul's  prayer.  May  we 
become  aware  of  those  around 
us  who  do  not  "walk  by  faith" 
(2  Cor.,  5:7)  and  therefore  can¬ 
not  realize  what  Jesus  meant 
when  He  said,  "I  come  to  fulfill 
the  law..."  Lord,  teach  us  how 
to  reflect  this  concern  in  our 
daily  lives. 

Remember  God's  Mercy, 

Rom.  9:6, 14-18 

God  is  all-knowing  and 
sovereign.  These  verses  have 
been  interpreted  many  ways. 
Some  see  a  doctrine  that  God 


chooses  certain  ones  for  salva¬ 
tion  (predestination)  and  oth¬ 
ers  see  a  doctrine  of  who  will 
be  saved  and  who  will  be  lost 
(double  predestination). 
Others  believe  the  elect  are  not 
purposely  picked  by  God,  but 
are  called  the  elect  because 
they  have  chosen  to  respond 
to  God's  call  to  salvation. 
After  reading  the  previous 
verses  could  we  ever  believe 
God's  word  "had  failed?" 
Never!  "He  has  mercy  on 
whomever  He  chooses  and 
hardens  the  heart  of  whomev¬ 
er  he  chooses."  In  verse  18, 
"Harden"  is  used  to  describe 
God's  sovereignty  and  shows 
us  that  in  His  great  mercy  and 
love  he  has  given  us  a  free 
will.  As  human  beings  we 
have  great  responsibilities 
concerning  our  relationship 
with  our  Creator.  God  wants  a 
people  who  choose  to  love 
him.  The  choice  is  ours.  God  is 
all  mercy.  The  total  explana¬ 
tion  of  God's  sovereignty  we 
may  never  know,  but  we  do 
know  that  God  is  always  true 
to  Hi5  Word.  He  is  always  just 
and  offers  mercy  to  all  who 
will  receive  His  Son. 


Recognize  God's  Patience, 
Rom.  9:19-24 

Who  are  we  to  question 
God's  ways?  Even  though  we 
would  like  to  know  the  whys 
and  why  nots,  we  are  only  tne 
clay  in  the  Potter's  hands.  This 
is  hard  for  us  as  strong  willed 
beings  to  accept.  We  must 
relax  and  let  Goa  mold  each  of 
us.  This  is  faith  in  action.  Verse 
22,  Paul  begins,  "What  if  God 
held  back  His  wrath  with  great 
enduring  patience"  ana  in 
verse  23  Paul  says,  "He  did." 
Why?  So  that  He  might  make 
known  the  riches  of  His  glory 
prepared  beforehand.  (Gen. 
3:15).  "God's  ways  are  not  our 
ways"  (Isa.  55:8)  and  God's 
thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts. 

Dear  Lord,  thank  you  for 
your  love,  mercy,  and  patience 
in  dealing  with  your  children. 
This  blessing  is  extended  to  all. 
"The  Spirit  and  the  bride  say, 
"Come..."  (Rev.  22:17)  Our 
greatest  reward  is  to  know  we 
are  the  children  of  the  "Living 
God"  (Rom.  9:26).  Thank  You, 
Lord.  Amen. 

Heap  is  a  member  of  Calvary 
Church,  Waynesboro. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 


President  attends  Chinese  church  during  Asia  visit 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  U.S.  President  George  W.  Bush  and  his 
wife  Laura  took  time  out  from  their 
recent  Asia  tour  to  attend  Beijing's 
Gangwashi  Church,  a  congregation  regis¬ 
tered  with  the  Chinese  government,  dur¬ 
ing  a  morning  worship  service  Nov.  20. 

Outside  tne  church  building  after¬ 
ward,  Bush  said,  "My  hope  is  that  the 
government  of  China  will  not  fear 
Christians  who  gather  to  worship 
openly.  A  healthy  society  is  a  society 
that  welcomes  all  faiths  and  gives 
people  a  chance  to  express  themselves 
through  worship  with  the  Almighty." 

The  president  signed  the  church's 
guest  book,  "May  God  bless  the 
Christians  of  China,  George  Bush," 
according  to  The  Dallas  Morning  News. 

Later  in  the  day,  the  president  told 
reporters  he  had  talked  to  Chinese 
leaders  about  both  religious  and  polit¬ 
ical  freedom.  "A  society  which  recog¬ 
nizes  religious  freedom  is  a  society 
which  will  recognize  political  free¬ 
doms,  as  well,"  he  said. 

China  oppresses  not  only 
Protestants  in  underground  churches 
but  unregistered  Roman  Catholics, 
Tibetan  Buddhists,  Uighur  Muslims 
and  the  Falun  Gong,  a  meditation 
sect,  the  United  States  Commission  on 
International  Religious  Freedom 
(USCIRF)  has  reported. 


The  government  also  places  restric¬ 
tions  upon  registered  churches, 
including  limitations  on  what  can  be 
taught  and  preached.  The  USCIRF  has 
reported  that  leaders  of  registered 
churches  in  some  regions  have  been 
forced  to  denounce  the  Falun  Gong  or 
support  government  rules. 

In  one  of  the  more  recent  examples 
of  repression  of  Christians,  Cai 
Zhuohua,  34,  leader  of  an  under¬ 
ground  Beijing  church,  was  sentenced 
to  three  years  in  prison  for  printing 
Bibles  illegally,  Reuters  News  Service 
reported.  His  wife  Xiao  Yunfei  and 
her  brother  Xiao  Gaowen  were  given 
two-year  and  18-month  sentences, 
respectively,  by  a  Chinese  court, 
according  to  Reuters. 

Southern  Baptist  church-state  spe¬ 
cialist  Richard  Land,  president  of  the 
Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville  and  a 
USCIRG  commissioner,  commended 
Bush  for  his  attendance  at  a  church 
service  and  his  promotion  of  religious 
liberty  while  he  was  in  China. 

Land  told  Baptist  Press  he  is 
"delighted  the  president  chose  to 
highlight  the  cause  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  while  he  was  in 
China.  He  has  done 
this  before,  and  it  does 
help  to  keep  the  issue 


on  the  front  burner  both  in  world 
opinion  and  with  Chinese  govern¬ 
ment  officials." 

Land's  August  visit  to  China  and 
recent  crackdowns  on  Christian  lead¬ 
ers  demonstrate  how  limited  religious 
freedom  is  in  the  world's  most  popu¬ 
lous  country  under  a  communist 
regime.  Lana  and  six  other  USCIRF 
members  spent  15  days  in  China.  The 
bipartisan  panel  reported  repression 
continues  of  unapproved  religious 
groups  and  urged  tne  U.S.  government 
to  take  a  variety  of  steps  to  influence 
reform  by  the  Beijing  government. 

"While  it  is  clear  that  more  space 
has  been  created  for  religious  expres¬ 
sion  than  previously  existed  in  China 
or  ever  existed  in  tne  Soviet  Union,  it 
is  also  true  that  there  is  still  signifi¬ 
cant  government  control,"  Land  said. 
"What  China  has  is  limited  toleration 
of  religious  expression  through  regis¬ 
tered  cnurches,  which  are  strictly  reg¬ 
ulated  and  monitored. 

"This 


ians  choose  to  worship  in  unregistered 
venues,  even  with  the  constant  threat 
of  arrest  and  persecution,  than  wor¬ 
ship  in  registered  venues,"  he  said. 
"I'm  sure  the  president  chose  to  wor¬ 
ship  in  a  registered  church  setting  for 
the  same  reason  that  our  commission 
chose  not  to  meet  with  members  of  the 
underground  and  unregistered 
church,  i.e.,  it  would  expose  the 
underground  church  and  Christians  to 
possible  retaliation  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  after  the  American  officials  had 
returned  home." 

U.S.  Senate  Majority  Leader  Bill 
Frist  of  Tennessee  named  Land  in  July 
to  the  nine-member  USCIRF.  Lana 
served  on  the  panel  from  2001-04  as 
an  appointee  by  Bush. 

Tne  USCIRF  advises  the  White 
House  and  Congress  on  the  condition 
of  religious  liberty  in  other  countries. 
The  president  selects  three  members 
of  the  panel,  while  congressional  lead¬ 
ers  name  the  other  six  members. 


is 


why  perhaps 
as  many  as 
five  times  as 
many  Christ- 


Obituaries 


John  Scott  Walters  of  Stringer  died  Nov.  10  in  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident  in  Smith  County.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Nov.  12,  at  11:00  a.m.  at  Edon  Church,  Stringer,  where 
Walters  served  as  pastor.  He  also  served  in  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  Walters  was  a  dream  teller  with 
Catch-A-Dream  Foundation  and  was  involved  with  World 
Changers  through  the  North  American  Mission  Board  and  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force 

Walters  received  his  Bachelor  of  Science  from  the  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1994  and  his  Master  of  Arts  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  in  1996. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Ramona  and  two  sons.  Cole  and  Seth. 


OLifcWay  BUS  SALES 


Bums  provided  for  UfoWay  by 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales 


1-800-370-6180  •  carpenterbus.com 


GREIT  NATION  INVESTMENT  COUP. 

FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 

EARN  UP  TO:  8.25% 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  IRA. 
Transfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell 
nor  a  solicitation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers 
are  made  by  pro  pectus  only. 

GREAT  NATION  INVESTMENT  COIR. 

5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

For  more  complete  information  about  bond  issues, 
obtain  a  prospectus  which  describes  all  of  the 
particulars  of  the  undertaking.  Read  it  carefully 
before  you  invest  or  send  money  All  bonds  are 
offered  at  face  value,  subject  to  availability. 


CALL  OR  RETURN  THIS  TO: 


Martin  Northern 
PO  Box  1302 
Benton,  AR  72018-1302 


800-488-3007 
501-316-3100 
Fax  501-318-3110 


Please  send  tne  information  on  the  First  Mortage 
Church  Bonds  currently  being  offered  by 
Great  Nation  Investment  Corp. 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive? 

Call  our  toll  free  quote  line  today...  we  can  help! 

Major  hospital  &  surgical  plan,  low  rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for 
hospital  room,  Intensive  care,  surgery.  Optional:  Doctor's  office 
visits,  prescription  drugs. 

Hutton  Insurance 

P.0.  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 


(877)232.0686 


MS  Positions 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF 
PICAYUNE,  MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full-time 
children's  minister.  Please  send  resume 
to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  477, 
Picayune,  MS  39466,  attn:  personnel 
committee. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  POSITION  AVAIL¬ 
ABLE:  Part-time  youth  minister  needed 
for  Sunday  and  Wednesday  services. 
Send  resume  to  Briarwood  Baptist 
Church,  attn:  personnel  committee, 
8733  Hillview  Drive,  Meridian,  MS 
39305. 


YALOBUSHA  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION  is 

now  accepting  resumes  for  an  AMD  (part- 


time).  Deadline  for  accepting  is  December 
18,  2005.  Please  send  resume  to  Yalobusha 
Baptist  Association,  attn:  Bro.  Harvey 
Vance,  personnel  director,  P.O.  Box  447, 

Coffeeville,  MS  38922. _ 

LIBERTY  BAPTIST  CHURCH:  part-time 
youth  minister.  We  are  25  miles  from 
McComb,  One  hour  forty-five  minutes 
from  Jackson  &  two  hours  from  New 
Orleans.  Housing  ,  travel  expenses, 
salary  negotiable.  Need  to  be  available 
on  Wednesday  night  and  weekends  if 
possible.  Call  (601)  657-8916  or  fax 
(601)  657-1291,  P.O.  Box  73,  Liberty, 
MS  39645. 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more  __ 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  iBU  Inc.  ^ 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com. 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC,  serving 
MS  &  AL  since  1 992.  Call  (800)  605-2970. 


DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  &  STEEPLES. 

Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating, 
wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas, 
carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of 
Texas,  (800)  728-8291. _ 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  CHRISTIAN 
OWNED.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs, 
patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


PIANO,  GRAND  KNABE,  6T.  Ebony,  PDS 
disc  system  with  record,  modulate,  orches¬ 
tra.  Superb  action  and  tone.  Absolutely  new 
condition.  A  $1 7, (XX)  value  at  $12,900.  Call 
Mike  at  (601 )  267-8480,  Negotiable. _ 


HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 


Classified  Ai: 


Columbus/Jackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
DISABILITY  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT: 

We  offer  several  low  cost  plans  to 
choose  from.  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686. 
MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT:  Relax.Jet  us 
search  several  companies  so  we  may  find 
the  right  plan  and  premium  for  your  indi¬ 
vidual  needs.  E.F.  Hutton  Insurance  — 
we  can  help!  Toll  free  (877)  232-0686. 
HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Quality  health  coverage  at 
truly  affordable  rates!  We  have  saved 
many  Mississippi  families  a  hundred 
plus  per  month.  What  will  we  save  you? 
Call  toll  free  today  (877)  232-0686.  E.F. 

Hutton  Insurance,  we  can  help! _ _ 

CHRISTIAN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate,  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
service  charge.  Call  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowermyphonebill.conVharolcItt. 
THE  WISTFUL  LAND  OF  HANS 
CHRISTIAN  ANDERSON,  foin  Bill  and 


Margarita  Stanford  on  a  14-day  cruise  of 
Scandinavia  and  St.  Petersburg  on  Star 
Princess,  May  23-June  5,  2006.  Call  (601) 
924-1 593  for  a  free  brochure. 


PIANO  TUNING:  I  also  repair,  buy,  sell, 
refinish  and  move  pianos.  Ask  about  FREE 
church  tunings,  35  years  experience.  Call 
Ron  for  appointment  (225)  328-5961 . 
BI-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR:  if  interest¬ 
ed,  please  send  resume  to  pastor 
search  committee.  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  6252  Memphis  Arlington 
Road,  Bartlett,  TN  38135-2462. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY;— free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617, 


FA  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR,  music  and 
A/V,  dual  worship  (contemporary/tra¬ 
ditional)  in  west  St.  Louis  County, 
MO.  Send  resume  to  music  search 
committee,  Ballwin  Baptist  Church, 
)51 01  Manchester  Road,  Baldwin, 
MO  63011-4629. 
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